Short synopsis of the novel Sudden Streets
An unemployed screenwriter, Margarita, is hired by an elderly man who has not left his home in twenty years to write a script about his life – the way it could have been but never was. The man is Max Reinhardt, a world-renown set designer who fled communist Bulgaria in the 1960s. After leaving to search for his beloved, a photographer who suddenly disappeared, he made his way through a series of refugee camps and managed to reach Paris, where he thought he would find her. But he didn’t. He decided that if he became famous enough as a set designer and they showed his films all over Europe, she would figure out where he was and come back to him – and he made this plan a reality. Throughout his life, while designing sets for films in Italy, Spain, and France, he was also making sketches and drawings of a special city – one that gathered together the most beautiful streets from all the places he had visited.

Thirty years after fleeing his home country, he wins a set design award for a film shot in Budapest, which foretells the changes in the Eastern Block. Shortly thereafter, the communist regime in Bulgaria falls and Reinhardt returns to Sofia along with his friend, a French film producer. The two of them find funding and begin building a grandiose permanent city/set by the seaside. This is the city Reinhardt has been drawing his whole life, with the thought that one day he would share it with his vanished beloved. Unfortunately, the project suddenly grinds to a halt, stirring up a huge media firestorm. Construction work on the project is abandoned, the producer goes back to Paris and no one hears anything more about Max Reinhardt. Until one day...

The action in the novel takes place in the period between 1956 and 2012. The historical facts, the routes for escaping from Bulgaria to Western Europe and the refugee camps are all completely real. The permanent city-set by the seaside is completely invented. Sudden Streets seeks an answer to questions such as: what do we believe in – in chance, in art, in ourselves, or in the people who love us? How is it possible to live out two lives at once? Are historical events a backdrop or a main player in the lives of ordinary people? Where do the imaginary end and real-life begin?
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